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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 1 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the 
claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 
Claims cannot depend on itself. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 10, 17-21, 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Clark et al (US Publication no. 2003/0044050) in 
view of Virzi et al (US Publication no.2004/0161079). 

Regarding claims 1, 2, 7, 19, 20 and 25, Clark in figures 1-3 discloses a 
method for identifying a sender, the method comprising receiving an origination 
message (235, location ID), receiving biometric information (235, biometric data) 
regarding the sender, using the biometric information to access an identity 
database record (250), retrieving identity information regarding the calling party 
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from the identity database (245), and transmitting an MSC-Network (170, 
communications network, wireless) Origination message including the identity 
information retrieved from the identity database. Clark discloses every claim 
element except for identification method being used in identifying a calling party 
to a called party before the called party answers a call. However, Virzi discloses 
such a caller identification method (abstract). It would have been obvious by one 
having ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to use the method of 
Clark in the system of Virzi so as to have a caller identification system transmit 
both the origination message and identity information. 

Regarding claims 3 and 21 , Virzi discloses the method of claim 1 further 
comprising transmitting a request for the biometric information to user equipment 
of the calling party (paragraph 0078). 

Regarding claims 6 and 24, Clark discloses in figure 3 the method of claim 
1 wherein using the biometric information to access an identity database record 
of the calling party comprises extracting identifying parameters from the biometric 
information, and using the extracted identifying parameters as a key or index into 
the identification database to access an identity database record of the sender. 

Regarding claim 10, Clark in figures 1-3 discloses a system operative for 
identifying a sender, the system comprising an identity database (250) accessible 
at least in part through the use of biometric data (235), the identity database 
including identifying records in association with respective biometric data, a 
switching center (170) operative to receive biometric information regarding a 
sender and use the received biometric information to access the identity 
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database to retrieve identity information therefrom and to generate and transmit 
an MSC-Network (170) Origination message including the identity information. 
Clark discloses every claim element except for identification system being used 
in identifying a calling party to a called party before the called party answers a 
call. However, Virzi discloses such a caller identification method (abstract). It 
would have been obvious by one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to use the method of Clark in the system of Virzi so as to have a caller 
identification system transmit both the origination message and identity 
information. 

Regarding claims 17 and 18, Clark discloses in figure 2 wherein the 
switching center is operative to receive raw biometric data (235) and to 
parameterize the raw biometric data for use as a key or index into the identity 
database (250); and wherein the switching center is operative to receive 
parameterized biometric data from a piece of user equipment (205, 215, 225) 
used by the sender and to use the parameterized biometric data for as a key or 
index into the identity database. 

Claims 4, 5, 11-16, 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Clark et al (US Publication no. 2003/0044050) in view of 
Virzi et al (US Publication no.2004/0161079) as applied to claim 1 above, and 
further in view of Howard et al (US Publication no. 2004/0133582). 

Clark in view of Virzi discloses all the claim elements, as disclose 
previously, except the specific biometric information received. Howard discloses 
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that biometric data used could be a retinal scan or a facial image (paragraph 
0105). It would have been obvious by one having ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of the invention, to use whichever biometric information is convenient. (Note: 
claim is assumed to depend on claim 10). 

Claims 8, 9, 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Clark et al (US Publication no. 2003/0044050) in view of Virzi 
et al (US Publication no.2004/0161079) as applied to claim 1 above, and further 
in view of Armington et al (US Publication no. 2003/0163739). 

Regarding claims 8, 9, 26 and 27, Clark in view of Virzi discloses all the 
claim elements, as disclose previously, except the method of claim 1 further 
comprising receiving one or more spoken words, and using information in the 
one or more spoken words in combination with the biometric information to 
access the identity database; and wherein using information in the spoken name 
in combination with the biometric information to access the identity database 
comprises converting the one or more spoken words into one or more text words 
and using the one or more text words and the biometric information as one or 
more keys or indexes into the identification database to access an identity 
database record of the calling party. Armington discloses in figure 4 such an 
authentication method. It would have been obvious by one having ordinary skill in 
the art, at the time of the invention, to add the spoken name in combination with 
the biometric information when accessing the identity database for added 
security. 
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Pertinent Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Prior art of record to John E. Green (US Patent no. 5,274,695) discloses a 
system for verifying the identity of a caller in a telecommunications network. 

Prior art of record to William Leslie Ross (US Patent no. 6,695,206) 
discloses an identification system displaying a user image at a remote location. 

Prior art of record to Bromba et al (US Patent no. 6,836,556) discloses a 
device and method for identifying a person by biometric characteristics. 

Prior art of record to Manasse et al (US Publication no. 2003/0061233) 
discloses a system for verifying the identity of a caller in a telecommunications 
network. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Marie Antoinette Cabucos whose telephone 
number is 571-272-8582. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Don K. Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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